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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE Spanish 
(0530), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the subject’s curriculum and 
assessment objectives.

For the Listening paper and the Reading and Directed Writing paper a range of candidate responses has 
been chosen as far as possible to exemplify grades A, C and E. The candidate responses are presented by 
section of the question paper. After each candidate’s responses for a particular section, a brief commentary 
is provided to explain the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

For the Continuous Writing paper candidate responses to exemplify grades A, B and C have been chosen. 
Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the 
answers.

For ease of reference the following format for each section has been adopted:

Mark scheme

Example candidate 

response

Examiner comment

For the Listening paper the relevant section of the tapescript is also provided.

Comments are given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have 
been obtained. In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and 
what they still have to do to improve their grades.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available at http://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Assessment at a glance

All candidates have access to all elements of the examination. However, for the examination to be 
appropriate to candidates across the full ability range, separate options are available for Core Curriculum 
candidates and Extended Curriculum candidates:

Core curriculum
Grades available: C, D, E, F, G

Extended curriculum (Core + Supplement)
Grades available: A*, A, B, C, D, E, F, G

Paper 1 Listening
 45 minutes: Sections 1, 2 and 3

Paper 2 Reading and Directed Writing
 1½ hours: Sections 1, 2 and 3

Paper 3 Speaking
 15 minutes

Paper 1 Listening
 45 minutes: Sections 1, 2 and 3

Paper 2 Reading and Directed Writing
 1½ hours: Sections 1, 2 and 3

Paper 3 Speaking
 15 minutes

Paper 4 Continuous Writing
 1¼ hours

Teachers are reminded that the full syllabus is available at www.cie.org.uk
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Component 1 – Listening

Section 1
Tapescript 
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Component 1 – Listening
 

8 Cambridge IGCSE Spanish 0530

Section 1 
Detailed mark scheme
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Section 1: Example candidate response – grade A 

Marks awarded

Question 1 = 1
Question 2 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 3 = 1
Question 4 = 1
Question 5 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 6 = 1
Question 7 = 1
Question 8 = 1



Component 1 – Listening
Section 1: Example candidate response – grade A 

12 Cambridge IGCSE Spanish 0530

Marks awarded

Question 9 = 1
Question 10 = 1
Question 11 = 2

Question 12 = 2
Question 13 = 1
Question 14 =1
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Examiner comment – grade A
Section 1: Exercise 1 (Q1–8)
The candidate answered all the questions correctly.

Section 1: Exercise 2 (Q9–14)
The candidate answered all the questions correctly.

Section 1: Example candidate response – grade C 

Marks awarded

Question 1 = 1
Question 2 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 3 = 1
Question 4 = 1
Question 5 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 6 = 1
Question 7 = 1
Question 8 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 9 = 1
Question 10 = 1
Question 11 = 2

Question 12 = 1
Question 13 = 1
Question 14 = 1
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Examiner comment – grade C
Section 1: Exercise 1 (Q1–8)
The candidate answered all the questions correctly.

Section 1: Exercise 2 (Q9–14)
The only question the candidate could not manage was Question 12, apparently confusing pájaros with 
caballos.

Section 1: Example candidate response – grade E

Marks awarded

Question 1 = 1
Question 2 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 3 = 0
Question 4 = 1
Question 5 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 6 = 1
Question 7 = 1
Question 8 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 9 = 0
Question 10 = 0
Question 11 = 1

Question 12 = 1
Question 13 = 1
Question 14 = 0
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Examiner comment – grade E
Section 1: Exercise 1 (Q1–8)
The candidate answered six out of the eight questions correctly. Question 3 was answered incorrectly even 
when there were two clues: paraguas and está lloviendo, perhaps because está lloviendo is less common 
than llueve. The candidate also missed iglesia in Question 8.

Section 1: Exercise 2 (Q9–14)
The candidate had difficulty understanding Question 9 because his/her answer is something like castillo. In 
Question 10 the candidate was unfamiliar with the word libros. In Question 11 the candidate read the rubric 
correctly and selected two options, but opted for one of the distractors (‘sun cream’), probably focusing on 
the word sol in the phrase gafas de sol. In Question 12 it is surprising that pájaros was recognised but flores 
was not, although there was a first attempt at selecting it. The candidate understood Question 14 but was 
unable to identify hora.
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Section 2
Tapescript
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Section 2
Detailed mark scheme
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Section 2: Example candidate response – grade A 

Marks awarded

Question 15(c) = 1
Question 15(e) = 1
Question 15(f) = 1

Question 15(g) = 1
Question 15(k) = 1
Question 15(l) = 1
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`

Marks awarded

Question 16 = 1
Question 17 = 1
Question 18 = 1
Question 19 = 1
Question 20 = 1

Question 21 = 1
Question 22 = 1
Question 23 = 0
Question 24 = 1
Question 25 = 1
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Examiner comment – grade A
Section 2: Exercise 1 (Q15)
The candidate clearly understood all the speakers. 

Section 2: Exercise 2 (Q16–25)
The first part was answered perfectly with one word for each answer. Likewise in the second part the 
answers were concise and precise. The candidate missed Question 23 (se prepara a los jóvenes que van 
a ser profesores) and gave an unrelated answer. In Question 25 the candidate had problems with the verb 
contribuir but was able to convey the meaning and the mark was awarded. 
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Section 2: Example candidate response – grade C

Marks awarded

Question 15(c) = 1
Question 15(e) = 1
Question 15(f) = 0

Question 15(g) = 0
Question 15(k) = 0
Question 15(l) = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 16 = 1
Question 17 = 1
Question 18 = 0
Question 19 = 1
Question 20 = 1

Question 21 = 0
Question 22 = 0
Question 23 = 0
Question 24 = 1
Question 25 = 0
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Examiner comment – grade C
Section 2: Exercise 1 (Q15)
The candidate understood ‘Manuel’ only partly and chose the first distractor, misunderstanding ‘el día 
antes del fin de semana’. With ‘Raquel’ the candidate managed ‘el sábado … tengo que estar de vuelta en 
casa para almorzar’ but missed the last clue ‘a toda mi familia le gusta dormir hasta tarde el domingo’. The 
candidate did not understand ‘Victor’ at all, misunderstanding ‘el domingo … tengo algo que hacer, que 
preparar’ and choosing the distractors, and did not pick up ‘no hay dia mejor que el sábado’. From ‘Marta’ 
the candidate picked up ‘durante las vacaciones nunca sé en qué día estoy’, but missed ‘el jueves… es el día 
que voy a nadar a la piscina.’ 

Section 2: Exercise 2 (Q16–25)
The candidate understood most of the first part but although he/she was awarded the marks, he/she had 
difficulty giving a concise, one word answer. In Question 16 the expected answer was ‘300’ but since 
the extract also said ‘un gran número’, the mark was given. In Question 17 the candidate gave the correct 
answer ‘informática’, but he/she missed Question 18. In Question 19 ‘centro de la ciudad ’ and in Question 
20 ‘experiencias diferentes’ are correct but ‘centro’ and ‘experiencias’ would have been enough to get the 
marks.

This candidate struggled with the second part. He/she followed what was said but only managed Question 
24 (buscar información). In his/her responses to the other questions, the candidate wrote some words heard 
but not sufficiently understood. 
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Section 2: Example candidate response – grade E

Marks awarded

Question 15(c) = 0
Question 15(e) = 0
Question 15(f) = 1

Question 15(g) = 1
Question 15(k) = 0
Question 15(l) = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 16 = 0
Question 17 = 1
Question 18 = 0
Question 19 = 1
Question 20 = 0

Question 21 = 0
Question 22 = 0
Question 23 = 0
Question 24 = 0
Question 25 = 0
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Examiner comment – grade E
Section 2: Exercise 1 (Q15)
The candidate could not understand ‘Manuel’ even when ‘viernes’ was repeated twice. With ‘Raquel’ 
the candidate noticed the last clue ‘a toda mi familia le gusta dormir hasta tarde el domingo’ but missed 
‘el sábado … tengo que estar de vuelta en casa para almorzar.’ From ‘Victor’ the candidate was able to 
understand ‘no hay día mejor que el sábado’ but missed ‘el domingo … tengo algo que hacer, que preparar’. 
From ‘Marta’ the candidate picked up ‘durante las vacaciones nunca sé en qué día estoy’, and although he/
she correctly placed a X against statement (k), he/she then crossed it out. 

Section 2: Exercise 2 (Q16–25)
From here onward the candidate encountered difficulty. In Question 16 he/she understood part of the 
number but went for ‘200’ rather than ‘300’. However, the candidate seemed to be following the recording. 
In Questions 17 and 19 the candidate offered the right answers, but he/she missed Questions 18 and 20 
and appeared not to understand the rubric.

In the second part, the candidate did not understand the questions and wrote some words from the 
recording that did not correspond to the questions. 
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Section 3
Tapescript
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Section 3
Detailed mark scheme
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Section 3: Example candidate response – grade A

`

Marks awarded

Question 26 = 0
Question 27 = 1
Question 28 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 29 = 1
Question 30 = 0
Question 31 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 32 = 0
Question 33 = 0
Question 34 = 1
Question 35 = 0

Question 36 = 1
Question 37 = 1
Question 38 = 2
Question 39 = 1
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Examiner comment – grade A
Section 3: Exercise 1 (Q26–31)
The candidate understood most of the topic but in Question 26 he/she was not able to identify ‘las ventajas 
e inconvenientes del mundo virtual’ as ‘cosas buenas y malas en Internet’. In Question 30 the candidate 
chose one of the distractors and missed ‘sobre estos temas no hay tantos cuentos’.

Section 3: Exercise 2 (Q32–39)
The candidate was again able to give clear and concise answers, conveying the meaning well. In Question 
32 he/she was unable to identify ‘adecuado’ and with the wrong ending of the verb ‘recibir’ the answer 
made no sense. His/her answer to Question 36 (i) did not make sense; the response to Question 36 (ii) 
was not well expressed but the meaning of familiarising the animal with cars was conveyed. In Question 
37 the main idea ‘sentarse’ was clear and even when ‘frentar’ was given for ‘enfrente’ it was taken to be a 
harmless addition that did not invalidate the meaning. Questions 38 and 39 were well answered. 
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Section 3: Example candidate response – grade C

Marks awarded

Question 26 = 0
Question 27 = 1
Question 28 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 29 = 1
Question 30 = 0
Question 31 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 32 = 0
Question 33 = 0
Question 34 = 1
Question 35 = 0

Question 36 = 0
Question 37 = 0
Question 38 = 1
Question 39 = 0
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Examiner comment – grade C
Section 3: Exercise 1 (Q26–31)
The candidate struggled with this exercise. Even when answers were correct it is difficult to estimate how 
much was understood.

Section 3: Exercise 2 (Q32–39)
The candidate followed the recording and picked up some words; there was understanding in Question 34 
(‘porque son en una caja’). There was a mistake in the use of ser and estar but the preposition en helped to 
get the mark. In Question 36 (ii) the candidate understood something but not enough to express ‘funcionar 
en sociedad’, for which a mark would have been awarded. In Question 38 (ii) ‘donde es la comida’, there 
was again a grammar mistake in the use of ser and estar but it showed understanding and the mark was 
awarded. 
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Section 3: Example candidate response – grade E

Marks awarded

Question 26 = 0
Question 27 = 0
Question 28 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 29 = 1
Question 30 = 1
Question 31 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 32 = 0
Question 33 = 0
Question 34 = 0
Question 35 = 0

Question 36 = 0
Question 37 = 0
Question 38 = 0
Question 39 = 0
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Examiner comment – grade E
Section 3: Exercise 1 (Q26–31)
The candidate missed the first part but made an attempt to answer. He/she was more successful after the 
pause and got the final three questions in this exercise right. 

Section 3: Exercise 2 (Q32–39)
The candidate was unable to answer any of the questions correctly. However, the words he/she wrote did 
show some understanding of what was said. 
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Component 2 – Reading and Directed Writing 

Section 1
Detailed mark scheme
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[Total: 5]  
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Section 1: Example candidate response – grade A 

Marks awarded

Question 1 = 1
Question 2 = 1
Question 3 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 4 = 1
Question 5 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 6 = 1
Question 7 = 1
Question 8 = 1
Question 9 = 1
Question 10 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 11 = 1
Question 12 = 1
Question 13 = 1
Question 14 = 1
Question 15 = 1



Component 2 – Reading and Directed Writing 
Section 1: Example candidate response – grade A 

59 Cambridge IGCSE Spanish 0530

Marks awarded

Question 16 communication = 1
Question 16 language = 1
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Examiner comment – grade A
Most of the better candidates usually score full marks on this section, although some who do not read the 
questions or study the pictures and short items of text carefully enough lose marks. 

On this paper some good candidates lost marks on Questions 2, 4, 12, 14 and 15 in particular. Viaje caused 
problems as did bocadillo and vocabulary for clothes.

Weaker candidates can score most of the 20 marks available if they take time study the questions carefully 
and have strategies for eliminating obviously incorrect answers and trying to work out the meaning of 
unfamiliar words.

The written exercise, Question 16, is ‘directed’ and candidates must respond as closely as possible to the 
ideas given in the picture stimuli. 

Some candidates start off by writing Me llamo... This is not a good idea as they tend to continue in the first 
person which means they lose marks if they do not revert to the third person of the verb if the question 
requires it. Candidates should be trained to respond appropriately to the picture stimuli, taking care with 
verb endings.

Candidates who write about topics which are not prompted by the pictures are not helping themselves as 
marks for communication and language are only awarded for material which is relevant to the set tasks.

Section 1: Exercises 1, 2, 3 (Q1–15)

This candidate scored full marks in the first three exercises of this paper.

Section 1: Exercise 4 (Q16)

This question is designed to be accessible to the whole ability range. Whilst it can be a good idea to provide 
two ideas relevant to each picture to increase the chances of at least one being correct, there is no point in 
writing at great length. 

It is perfectly possible to score the full five marks by writing three short, focused, accurate sentences. 
Candidates should try to provide three to five verbs, correctly conjugated, to ensure that they are awarded 
the two marks for language.

This candidate scored 2/5 marks and the script demonstrates how a good candidate can easily lose marks 
by not reading the questions carefully. All candidates should try to use language which they know is likely to 
be correct. This is designed to be an opportunity for candidates across the whole ability range to use basic 
vocabulary and verbs correctly.

(a): The candidate scored one mark for communication for Mi primo es alto and one mark for language for 
es. The extra details are correct but could not be awarded any more marks as the task had already been 
awarded the maximum marks available.

(b): The candidate scored no marks for communication or language as the message el está a Nueva York 
was not an appropriate response to the question and was ambiguous. There was no mark for language 
since the task had not been fulfilled. The extra details were irrelevant to the question.

(c): There was no mark for communication nor for language since tomar is grammatically incorrect and the 
meaning was unclear.
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Section 1: Example candidate response – grade C

Marks awarded

Question 1 = 1
Question 2 = 1
Question 3 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 4 = 1
Question 5 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 6 = 1
Question 7 = 1
Question 8 = 1
Question 9 = 1
Question 10 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 11 = 1
Question 12 = 1
Question 13 = 1
Question 14 = 1
Question 15 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 16 communication = 3
Question 16 language = 2
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Examiner comment – grade C
The candidate has been placed at the higher end of grade C and could probably have achieved a better grade 
had more questions been attempted on Sections 2 and 3.

Grade C candidates should aim to score at least 11–15 marks on this section. 

Candidates should be made aware that there are questions in Sections 2 and 3 which are accessible to 
weaker candidates and that they will benefit from allowing themselves more time to work on these. They 
should be encouraged to avoid leaving a question blank at all costs and to spend time studying the questions 
carefully to find those which they may understand.

In the writing task, Question 16, candidates of this ability should expect to score 4–5 marks.

Section 1: Exercises 1, 2, 3 (Q1–15)

This candidate scored 14 of the 15 available marks which was a sound basis for a favourable result and 
suggests that the final mark overall was lower than might have been expected. The candidate found 
Question 15 difficult. His/her answer was not very clear and shows how candidates need to make sure that 
even single letter answers are unambiguous.

Section 1: Exercise 4 (Q16)

This candidate scored full marks – three for communication and two for language, despite some difficulty 
with the third task and problems with hacer. 

This is a good example of a brief answer which is focused and accurate enough to score full marks. It can be 
a good idea to write a little more in case one of the answers is incorrect but there is no need to waste time 
writing more than 30 words.

(a): The candidate scored one mark for communication for Mi primo es alto and one mark for language for es. 

(b): The candidate scored one mark for communication and one mark for language, despite ‘New York’ which 
many candidates used.

(c): There is one mark for communication although this is not the best answer because of hacer. It would 
have been better if the candidate had used tocar or escuchar.
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Section 1: Example candidate response – grade E

Marks awarded

Question 1 = 0
Question 2 = 0
Question 3 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 4 = 0
Question 5 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 6 = 0
Question 7 = 0
Question 8 = 1
Question 9 = 1
Question 10 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 11 = 1
Question 12 = 1
Question 13 = 1
Question 14 = 1
Question 15 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 16 communication = 2
Question 16 language = 2
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Examiner comment – grade E
Most candidates should be able to score full marks on Exercises 1–3, but weaker candidates will require 
strategies for dealing with unfamiliar vocabulary and should be encouraged to adopt a very methodical 
approach. They need to allow time to study all of the pictures and options very carefully before making the 
final decision. They should try to find ways of eliminating obviously incorrect answers.

Candidates who know the vocabulary in the Defined Content Booklet should find these exercises 
straightforward as there are no long texts to read.

This candidate scored 8 of the 15 marks available for Questions 1–15.

The candidate lost marks principally because he/she did not recognise some of the items of vocabulary 
in the questions and the text and did not seem to have strategies for narrowing the choice, for example 
cocinero in Question 2. 

The writing task, Question 16, was answered well by this candidate.

Section 1: Exercise 1 (Q1–5)

The candidate scored 1 of the 5 marks available.

Question 1 
The candidate did not know película so opted for B (piscina), possibly because the other two – 
supermercado and iglesia – seemed unlikely responses to the unfamiliar word.

Question 2 
The candidate struggled with the word cocinero. The words restaurante, banco and oficina de turismo were 
probably recognisable so he/she opted for the unfamiliar item of vocabulary. Some candidates would have 
been able to link cocinero to the familiar cocina and therefore to restaurante.

Question 3 
The candidate was unfamiliar with vocabulary for parts of the body. It was probably possible to eliminate 
estómago but he/she then needed to know the more difficult items pierna, cabeza and garganta and so 
guessed B instead of D.

Question 4 
The candidate could not link viaje or tren to billete and opted for sombrero, possibly because of comprar in 
the question and recognition of sombrero as something you might buy.

Question 5 
This looked more difficult because of idiomas but curso was probably transparent enough to lead the 
candidate to C.

Section 1: Exercise 2 (Q6–10)

The candidate scored 3 of the 5 marks available in this exercise.

There was more to read in this exercise but the vocabulary was quite straightforward. Candidates should be 
advised to work through the whole exercise before making final decisions, or to skim through and answer 
only those they are sure of before looking at the more difficult items in the light of what remains.

Question 6 
The candidate could not link the stimulus to ejercicio in D, choosing A instead, perhaps thinking that ‘8’ 
suggested the number of times the exercise had to be repeated.
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Question 7 
The candidate chose D instead of A. The candidate had already used option A incorrectly in the previous 
answer so was bound to make another mistake here. If a candidate is unsure of an answer, he/she should 
work through the other items first and then return to it at the end.

Question 8 
It was easy to link the picture of the telephone to amigos and el contacto social in F, despite the more 
difficult vocabulary llamar con frencuencia.

Question 9 
It was also easy to link the apple in the picture to fruta in C, despite the mention of verduras and comidas.

Question 10 
This looked difficult, but with only two items left (B and E), the candidate was able to link pasatiempo, en 
casa and relajarte to the stimulus.

Section 1: Exercise 3 (Q11–15) 

This exercise is a little more difficult because the candidate has to find the key words in longer pieces of text. 
There are also seven options for five questions, so candidates need to search thoroughly for the key words in 
both the questions and the text. 

This candidate scored 4/5.

Question 11 
The candidate succeeded in linking leer to libros (F), possibly with some support from vacaciones and 
revistas.

Question 12 
The candidate found it easy to link juguete to juegos (C).

Question 13 
This proved difficult for a number of candidates who did not seem to be familiar with vocabulary for clothes. 
They needed to know vestido and ropa de mujer (E). This candidate may have known mujer and linked it to 
elegante and perfumería. This is a good example of a question where close reading of the vocabulary in the 
question and the text can lead to a correct answer.

Question 14 
The candidate probably found it easy to recognise botas and matched it with the basic item of vocabulary 
hombre in D.

Question 15
This should have been straightforward as candidates were looking for cafetería, but quite a few candidates 
did not know bocadillo.

Section 1: Exercise 4 (Q16)

Most candidates were able to score 4 or 5 marks on this question. It is designed to be very accessible but 
candidates must read the instructions and questions very carefully. Many did not deal appropriately with 
picture (b) as they interpreted the question incorrectly and some did not respond to hacer in (c). 

The candidate, wisely, wrote short responses and focused on the stimuli. He/she scored 2/3 for 
communication and 2/2 for language.

(a): The candidate scored one mark for communication for Mi primo es alto and one mark for language for es.
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(b): The candidate scored no marks for communication or language as the message el dónde en Trinidad 
is not clear, especially because of the inappropriate lifting of dónde from the question. There is no verb to 
mark for language.

(c): A mark for communication was awarded for tocar el piano, and there was one mark for language for 
tocar. 
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Marks awarded

Question 17 = 1
Question 18 = 1
Question 19 = 0
Question 20 = 1
Question 21 = 1

Question 22 = 1
Question 23 = 1
Question 24 = 0
Question 25 = 1
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Marks awarded

Question 26 communication = 10
Question 26 accuracy = 5
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Examiner comment – grade A
Section 2: Exercise 1 (Q17–25)

Most of the best candidates scored almost full marks on this exercise as the language of the questions was 
generally straightforward and the short paragraphs guided the candidate through the text. 

At this stage, candidates can expect some distraction and will benefit from being able to use language more 
accurately, especially with regard to verb endings and object pronouns, although there is a lenient approach 
since this is a test of reading rather than writing. Although ‘harmless additions’ are tolerated, candidates 
should avoid indiscriminate lifting from the text since this indicates a lack of comprehension. Candidates will 
benefit from spending time reading the questions very carefully. Once they have found the correct part of 
the text it is important that their response shows that they have understood both the question and the text 
by using appropriate language in their answer. A single word, short phrase or infinitive may be sufficient.

There is no need to copy out large sections of the question, for example Laura no está en Inglaterra 
porque... 

A number of candidates encountered difficulty with Questions 21, 24 and 25. A number were confused by 
the two meanings of tiempo.

This candidate performed well, scoring 8 out of 10 marks. 

Question 17 
The candidate found both possible answers and communicated them accurately.

Question 18 
The candidate found both possible answers.

Question 19 
The candidate found the correct part of the text but a mixture of indiscriminate lifting and the inability to use 
the possessive pronoun mis correctly meant that the message was too unclear for the mark to be awarded.

Question 20 
Very few candidates were able to conjugate the verb correctly so rompió la pierna was accepted, despite 
the ambiguity, since it clearly referred back to Laura in the question and the message was clear.

Question 21 
Despite the more difficult item of vocabulary, sorprende, in the question the candidate found both possible 
aspects of the answer and conveyed the message clearly.

Question 22(a)
The correct answer was conveyed succinctly and accurately and the candidate was not tempted to copy out 
irrelevant material from the question.

Question 22(b)
Both relevant ideas were identified although buscarme indicates once again that the candidate was not 
totally comfortable with the use of reflexive pronouns and could lose marks in answers where this might 
cause confusion. Comer pizza would have been sufficient for a mark.

Question 23 
The candidate understood the question and the mark was awarded as the message was conveyed, despite 
the inappropriate use of un which had been lifted from the text. Further lifting would have invalidated the 
answer.
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Question 24 
The candidate understood the question, but did not understand sólo queda una más which led to the 
incorrect answer dos semanas.

Question 25 
The candidate’s answer indicated a sound understanding of the paragraph and the answer trabajar en 
Londres was sufficient for a mark, although a more secure answer would have included the concept of 
volver.

Section 2: Exercise 2 (Q26)

This question was highly accessible to the whole ability range. Good candidates often seize the opportunity 
to display their knowledge of a wider range of vocabulary, write imaginatively and show that they can 
manipulate various tenses. This is commended but is not essential for a good mark at this level.

Some candidates cannot gain the full 10 marks for Communication because they have not responded to 
all of the set tasks. Candidates need to produce at least a sentence in response to each of the set tasks 
and should aim to add two or three extra details to each one for the award of the other marks. The best 
candidates are able to use conjunctions to produce a more fluent piece of writing and often enrich their 
work by using a variety of tenses, adjectives and adverbs.

It is a good idea for candidates be aware that they need to write a clear paragraph for each task.

The most successful candidates read the rubric and questions very carefully, focus on the tasks, add 
relevant details and avoid adding information which they may have learnt thoroughly but which is not 
relevant in the context.

The five marks for accuracy are awarded for using basic vocabulary and structures coherently so that the 
messages are communicated clearly. 

This candidate scored 10 out of 10 for communication and 5 out of 5 for accuracy. 

The candidate worked systematically through the four set tasks (mi casa, la ciudad, lo que haces, en 
el futuro), adding extra details to each one to score the mark for each task plus the extra six marks for 
additional details. Although clearly delineated paragraphs were not used, there was a methodical approach 
which allowed the examiner to locate the response to each task easily. 

A number of candidates struggled to fulfil task (c) as they had problems with hacer. Some candidates wrote 
about the town in general terms (hay un cine donde se puede...) instead of mentioning what they do (por la 
tarde voy al cine). 

On the whole, this was a fluent piece of writing and the messages were clear. The use of more interesting 
vocabulary and the addition of adjectives and adverbs suggested that the candidate has a good control of 
the language. The five marks for accuracy could be awarded since the candidate had used variety of verbs 
successfully and the work was more accurate than inaccurate. 
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Marks awarded

Question 17 = 1
Question 18 = 0
Question 19 = 0
Question 20 = 0
Question 21 = 0

Question 22 = 0
Question 23 = 0
Question 24 = 0
Question 25 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 26 communication = 8
Question 26 accuracy = 5
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Examiner comment – grade C
Section 2: Exercise 1 (Q17–25)

Most candidates at this level would be expected to score 5–10 marks on this exercise. This candidate 
scored 1/10 marks on this section. Questions 17, 19 and 22(a) were accessible to many of the weakest 
candidates, so the mark on this section did not seem to reflect the candidate’s overall ability and suggested 
the need for more practice in dealing with the longer written tasks. An awareness of how to identify key 
words in the questions and text might have helped. 

Question 17 
The candidate wrote a good answer.

Questions 18–24 
The candidate appears to have skimmed through and felt obliged to leave these questions blank, suggesting 
that he/she did not understand the questions, although Questions 19 and 22(a) were accessible to most 
candidates. It may be that the candidate had run out of time and decided to allocate more time to Question 
26.

Question 25 
The candidate attempted an answer but it was not specific enough to attract a mark. Volver or trabajar were 
needed for precision.

Section 2: Exercise 2 (Q26)

This question is designed to be accessible to everyone and it is not unusual for candidates of this ability 
to score almost full marks if they read the questions carefully, are aware of how to add extra details and 
work methodically. The range of tenses required is limited and the language can be basic as long as it is 
appropriate and communicates clearly.

Candidates will benefit from organising their work in paragraphs and giving clues (often words judiciously 
chosen from the questions) as to which task they are attempting, for example Mi nueva casa..., Ahora..., En 
la ciudad..., En el futuro... .

This candidate was awarded 13 out of 15 available marks.

The candidate wrote a good answer and scored 8 out of 10 for communication and 5 out of 5 for accuracy, 
again indicating that his/her mark for Section 2: Exercise 1 could have been higher. Although there was 
plenty to reward for ‘extra detail’, two of the tasks were omitted which meant that no more than eight 
marks could be awarded for communication. Careful planning and a more focused approach to reading the 
questions would have allowed this candidate to score full marks.

Tasks (a) and (b) were completed successfully and six extra marks could be awarded for detail, but the 
candidate lost focus and introduced tu … which was not relevant. The final response about Mexico could 
not be awarded a mark since it was not a clear answer to the question because of the use of ir instead of 
vivir. 

This was a fluent response and the messages were mostly communicated clearly. There was evidence of 
the successful use of a limited range of verbs and it was more accurate than inaccurate, so five marks could 
be awarded for accuracy. 
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Marks awarded

Question 17 = 0
Question 18 = 0
Question 19 = 0
Question 20 = 0
Question 21 = 0

Question 22 = 0
Question 23 = 0
Question 24 = 0
Question 25 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 26 communication = 4
Question 26 accuracy = 3
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Examiner comment – grade E
Section 2: Exercise 1 (Q17–25)

Most candidates were able to score at least 5/10 on this section. Weaker candidates should be encouraged 
to employ the same techniques as they do on shorter items by trying to find the key words in the questions 
and looking for a link in the text. They need to use their knowledge of other vocabulary to try understand 
the meaning of unfamiliar items of vocabulary. Synonyms will be used, as will different parts of speech, for 
example noun/verb – importancia/importar.

This candidate did not attempt any of the questions in this section but some were accessible for weaker 
candidates and he/she could have scored more marks with a methodical approach. In general, questions 17, 
18, 19, 22(a), 22(b), 23 and 28 were accessible to weaker candidates.

A number of candidates did not respond well to the various parts of hacer and did not seem to realise that it 
was a prompt for them to use a verb, properly conjugated, in the answer.

Question 17 
Vive in the question could be linked to vive en un pueblo bastante pequeño or further reading of the text 
would have led to ‘en Inglaterra’ which most candidates should recognise.

Question 18
The more difficult items of vocabulary piensa and lugar make this less accessible but candidates should be 
aware that they will probably have to recognise vocabulary relating to opinions, attitudes and feelings, so 
need to be familiar with pensar, sentirse, sorprender, creer, según, as they are likely to appear in questions. 

Question 19
Le gusta should be accessible to most candidates and could easily be linked to contento in the text.

Question 20
The question was easy to understand but weaker candidates may have encountered difficulty with the 
vocabulary in the question.

Question 21
A number of candidates did not understand sorprende in the question.

Question 22(a)
Most candidates found this question straightforward but weaker candidates often stumbled over piensa 
hacer.

Question 22(b)
Buscarme confused some candidates, but comer pizza would have been a good answer.

Question 23
Por la noche appeared in both the question and the text so candidates could have linked these to help them 
find the answer.

Question 24 
The better candidates generally answered this question quite well but it was out of the reach of many 
weaker candidates.

Question 25 
The question was straightforward to understand, but the answer required knowledge of more complex 
vocabulary.
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Section 2: Exercise 2 (Q26)

This question was highly accessible to the whole ability range. Weaker candidates did not always 
understand the tasks and were unable to complete them, or they did not provide enough extra details 
to score the six extra communication marks. Candidates should be encouraged to add at least two extra 
details to each task, preferably using different verbs in each sentence/clause to score the full marks for 
communication.

This candidate scored 7 out of the 15 available marks, which is a good mark at this level.

The candidate was awarded 4/10 for communication and 3/5 for accuracy. A more detailed answer would 
have considerably improved the candidate’s total score and might have led to a higher grade overall.

This candidate wrote successfully about three of the tasks, (a), (b) and (d) (mi casa, la ciudad, en el futuro). 
Task (c) was omitted, probably because the candidate did not understand lo que haces in the question. 
A mark was awarded for one extra detail (porque...) but the candidate could have scored nine marks for 
communication by adding two details to each of the other items.

The piece is much too short. The candidate used basic vocabulary, albeit to good effect. There was 
some evidence of the awareness of correct usage of a limited range of basic verbs and the meaning was 
conveyed on some of the tasks, albeit with some difficulty on the last one. The candidate wrote longer 
sentences but the material presented to the examiner was not sufficient to demonstrate that a higher mark 
was deserved. 
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Section 3
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Marks awarded

Question 27 = 1
Question 27 justification = 0
Question 28 = 1
Question 28 justification = 1
Question 29 = 0
Question 29 justification = 0

Question 30 = 0
Question 31 = 1
Question 32 = 1
Question 32 justification = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 33 = 0
Question 34 = 0
Question 35 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 36 = 0
Question 37 = 0
Question 38 = 0
Question 39 = 1
Question 40 = 1
Question 41 = 1
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Examiner comment – grade A
This section is the most difficult but even weaker candidates should be encouraged to attempt all questions. 
Candidates who are aspiring to a grade A should aim to achieve at least 8–10 marks in this section. 

All candidates should also ensure that they leave enough time to deal with this part of the paper as there is 
more reading to do than in the other sections of the paper. 

The ability to link key words from the question to their synonyms or other equivalents in the text will be 
advantageous here.

Section 3: Exercise 1 (Q27–32)

Candidates should be made aware that they must fill in either the ‘True’ or ‘False’ box for every question in 
this exercise.

This candidate scored 5 out of 10 marks in this exercise – four for the True/False section and one for a 
correct justification.

Question 27 
The candidate answered correctly.

Question 28
This was answered correctly. Most candidates were able to access the mark for this question.

Question 29
This statement was false and most of the better candidates scored the mark here. This candidate may not 
have understood bodas or may have been misled by nuestra boda in the text.

Question 30
This statement was true but the candidate did not appear to have understood the question.

Question 31
The candidate answered correctly, as did most of the better candidates.

Question 32
The candidate found the correct part of the text but the answer, which was lifted, indicated that the 
candidate did not fully understand what was required because his/her answer was incomplete.

Section 3: Exercise 2 (Q33–41)

This is the most difficult exercise in the paper and candidates will benefit from being able to manipulate 
verbs and object pronouns in the first and third persons so that ambiguity is avoided. There are still 
opportunities to answer using single words and short phrases, but candidates need to ensure that the 
language in their answer responds appropriately to the language in the question and this will often require 
the ability to manipulate the language effectively.

They will also have to read longer pieces of text to find the answer and may have to infer the answer, 
especially if asked to identify an attitude or opinion. The final question is a good example of this.

Questions 34, 35 and 40(a) were easily accessible to most of the better candidates. This candidate scored 
3 out of 10 marks which is low for a candidate and at this level. Some of the more accessible marks were 
missed.

The candidate knew where most of the answers were but was not completely sure what was required, 
possibly because he/she had not understood the questions.
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Question 33 
The candidate seemed to have understood the question and had found the right part of the text but 
the answer did not fully respond to cambio, indicating that the answer had been lifted without real 
understanding.

Question 34 
The answer was irrelevant and suggested that the candidate did not understand the question. Preocupación 
in the question may have posed problems for this candidate.

Question 35 
This was a relatively easy question for many candidates. This candidate knew where the answer was in the 
text but the addition of extra material invalidated the answer.

Question 36 
The candidate understood the question but the answer trabajo de los alumnos was not sufficiently precise 
for a mark. The correct answer needed to include a reference to futuro.

Question 37 
The answer suggested that the candidate did not fully understand the question. Some other good 
candidates wrote a similar answer but it did not respond to the key word introducción in the question.

Question 39 
A number of candidates were not awarded a mark for this question because they wrote la lectura 
desaparecerá which is not what was suggested in the text. This candidate has, however, included el hábito 
and has therefore scored the mark.

Question 40(a)
Preparación would have been enough to answer this question correctly. The addition of los pobres maestros 
hinted at lifting but could be considered a harmless addition here.

Question 40(b)
The candidate knew where the answer was in the text but did not fully understand what was required, 
resulting in an answer that was incomplete.

Question 41 
The candidate understood the question and the text sufficiently to be able to infer the correct answer.

The candidate is at the lower end of grade A.
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Section 3: Example candidate response – grade C
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Marks awarded

Question 27 = 0
Question 27 justification = 0
Question 28 = 0
Question 28 justification = 0
Question 29 = 0
Question 29 justification = 0

Question 30 = 1
Question 31 = 1
Question 32 = 1
Question 32 justification = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 33 = 0
Question 34 = 0
Question 35 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 36 = 0
Question 37 = 0
Question 38 = 0
Question 39 = 0
Question 40 = 0
Question 41 = 1
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Examiner comment – grade C
Although this section is the most difficult, even average candidates can score about 5 out of the 20 available 
marks if they read the questions carefully and are prepared to sift through the passage, concentrating on the 
questions which they find most accessible.

Section 3: Exercise 1 (Q27–32)

Candidates should be made aware that they must fill in either the ‘True’ or ‘False’ box for every question in 
this exercise.

This candidate scored 3 out of 10 marks in this exercise, all for the True/False element. 

The candidate was unaware that there were two true statements and four false ones. This suggested 
limited time spent on reading the rubric, questions and the text.

The candidate did not seem to have understood Questions 27, 28 and 29, although most candidates were 
able to access Question 28. The candidate lost the opportunity to access the three marks for justification of 
the false answers.

Question 30
The candidate identified the correct answer.

Question 31
The candidate answered correctly, as did most of the better candidates.

Question 32
The candidate found the correct part of the text and seems to have some idea of what was needed but did 
not fully understand as his/her answer is incomplete.

Section 3: Exercise 2 (Q33–41)

This is the most difficult exercise in the paper and candidates will benefit from being able to manipulate 
verbs and object pronouns in the first and third persons.

This candidate scored 1 out of the 10 available marks.

Given this candidate’s performance on the rest of the paper, his/her mark for this exercise suggests that 
a more patient approach might have allowed him/her to access more marks and therefore a higher grade 
overall.

Questions 34, 35, 37 and 40(a) were easily accessible to most of the better candidates. Candidates at this 
level should be able to score one or two marks in this section, if they persist.

This candidate left Questions 33–40(b) blank, but scored one mark by successfully selecting option B in 
Question 41.
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Marks awarded

Question 27 = 0
Question 27 justification = 0
Question 28 = 0
Question 28 justification = 0
Question 29 = 1
Question 29 justification = 0

Question 30 = 1
Question 31 = 1
Question 32 = 1
Question 32 justification = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 33 = 0
Question 34 = 0
Question 35 = 0
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Marks awarded

Question 36 = 0
Question 37 = 0
Question 38 = 0
Question 39 = 0
Question 40 = 0
Question 41 = 0
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Examiner comment – grade E
This section is the most difficult but candidates should be encouraged to attempt all questions as some 
marks are accessible to all, especially if the vocabulary in the question is straightforward. 

The only question where none of the weakest candidates scored a mark was Question 27J. Question 40(a) 
was accessible across the ability range, as were Questions 28J, 32J, 34 and 39.

Section 3: Exercise 1 (Q27–32)

This candidate scored 4 out of 6 on the True/False section but did not attempt any of the justifications.

Question 27
The candidate opted for ‘true’, possibly because he/she did not understand the whole text and saw the date 
2009 in both the question and the text.

Question 28
The candidate opted for ‘true’. It is unlikely that the candidate understood the language in the question.

Question 29
The question was relatively easy to understand because of organizó. The phrase nuestra boda in the text 
may have helped.

Question 30
Familia and importaba in the question are quite easy to understand and could be linked to importancia and 
especial in the text.

Question 31
Se permitió in the question was successfully linked with no pusieron límite in the text.

Question 32
Las fotos in the question could be linked to fotógrafos in the text, and faltaban was quite transparent.

Section 3: Exercise 2 (Q33–41)

Weaker candidates often struggle to understand the questions in this last exercise of the paper. However, 
they should be encouraged to write something for every question and to avoid leaving blanks. If they can 
focus on the questions that are easier to understand and skim the passage for the relevant section, they 
may be able to write an answer which will attract a mark.

This candidate scored 0 out of the 10 available marks on this exercise. 

The candidate did not attempt Questions 33–40 but gave an answer to Question 41. The candidate chose 
A instead of B, possibly because the candidate knew that Marisol was a teacher because of maestra in the 
text and linked it to alumnos.

The response is at the lower end of grade E.
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The examiner comments and the candidates’ work to which they relate should be read in conjunction with 
the mark scheme.
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Question 1(a)

Question 2
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Examiner comment – grade A
This candidate, like many others, produced a better response to Question 1 where a more structured format 
is required rather than to Question 2 where a narrative in the past is required. The high mark obtained in 
Question 1 ensured the standard required for grade A.

Question 1(a)
The candidate used the correct register required for a formal letter and achieved the maximum 5 marks 
for Communication without difficulty, displaying a good command of language (desafortunadamente, me 
gustaría hacerlo porque pienso que sería útil, tengo algunas preguntas, good use of accentuation). The 
candidate gained 14 out of the 15 marks available for Language. Parts of the rubric such as este curso 
puede ser útil en el futuro are bracketed and do not gain marks. T he candidate was awarded the full 5 marks 
for Impression. The candidate is comfortably within the recommended 130–140 word limit. 

Communication 5/5  Language 14/15  Impression 5/5

Mark awarded = 24 out of 25

Question 2
This question requires more thought and detailed input from the candidate. Candidates need to be prepared 
to use past tenses and reported speech and to express opinions.

The candidate’s response to this question was short of the recommended length of 130–140 words. The 
candidate therefore lost the opportunity to maximise the mark awarded for Language by adding some 
more relevant details. Candidates should aim to write as close to 130–140 words as possible without 
exceeding the limit. The candidate was awarded 4 marks for Communication. She was not awarded the 
Communication mark for cómo te sentiste as she did not clearly state how she felt at the time of the 
robbery. The language used is of variable quality with some good knowledge of vocabulary. For example, 
she incorrectly used the imperfect tense (veía instead of vi) whereas in the description of the victim she 
was able to use appropriate vocabulary, correct verb forms and correct adjectival endings. She was awarded 
a mark of 8 out of 15 Language and a mark of 3 out of 5 for Impression.

Communication 4/5  Language 8/15  Impression 3/5

Mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Example candidate response – grade B
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Examiner comment – grade B
This candidate had a good knowledge of structure, vocabulary and idiom. However, difficulties with past 
tenses in Question 2 prevented the candidate from achieving a higher grade.

Question 1(a)
This response communicates all the necessary information. However, the candidate failed to use the 
register required for a formal letter. The maximum 5 marks were awarded for Communication. Although the 
candidate was awarded marks for Language, she failed to check verb forms (sacar, estudiar, querer, elegir 
and aprender) and to accent interrogatives (cuál and qué) which prevented her from scoring more highly. A 
mark of 4 out of 5 was awarded for Impression.

Communication 5/5  Language 13/15  Impression 4/5

Mark awarded = 22 out of 25

Question 2
The response to this question was short of the recommended length of 130–140 words. The candidate 
should have attempted to develop fully each of the required elements using appropriate tenses. 3 out of the 
5 marks were awarded for Communication. The Communication mark for cómo te sentiste was not awarded 
because the verb was incorrect. All verbs score for accuracy but only if used correctly and accented if 
necessary. There was some correct usage of adjectives. The candidate needed to check the positioning 
of adjectives and their agreement with nouns to avoid losing valuable marks. There is a significant decline 
in accuracy from Question 1. A mark of 4 out of 15 is awarded for Language and a mark of 1 out of 5 for 
Impression. 

Communication 3/5  Language 4/15  Impression 1/5

Mark awarded = 8 out of 25
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Examiner comment – grade C
This candidate achieved a grade C. The candidate had a reasonable knowledge of vocabulary but frequent 
difficulties with verb forms and sentence structure in both Question 1 and Question 2 prevented him/her 
from achieving a higher grade.

Question 1(a)
The response was relevant but the candidate omitted to cover the first Communication task and was not 
able to communicate the third. Although there was an attempt at the final Communication task, he/she did 
not use a verb. Consequently, the candidate was awarded 2 out of the 5 marks for Communication. The 
use of language was inconsistent so a mark of 9 out of 15 was awarded for Language. Failure to accent 
verbs (me gustaría) and difficulties with verbs in the present tense were recurrent. This contributed to the 
Impression mark being only 2/5. 

Communication 2/5  Language 9/15  Impression 2/5

Mark awarded = 13 out of 25

Question 2
The candidate struggled throughout the response with structure, idiom and vocabulary and was not 
awarded any marks for Communication. A recognisable attempt to use an appropriate tense is necessary 
to secure a Communication mark. The first Communication mark was lost because he/she did not read 
the rubric carefully. The candidate appeared to misunderstand ‘un robo’ and despite understanding that a 
description was required it was unclear who was being described. The Communication mark for ‘cómo te 
sentiste’ was not awarded as the candidate appeared to misunderstand the task. The candidate displayed 
a poor command of language with verb forms being a particular weakness. Nevertheless, the candidate’s 
efforts to communicate resulted in 5 out of 15 marks being awarded for occasional correct elements. One 
mark was deducted from the pro rata Impression mark. The candidate was therefore awarded 1 out of 5 
marks for Impression.

Communication 0/5  Language 5/15  Impression 1/5

Mark awarded = 6 out of 25
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